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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: EG PGOV PINT 

SUBJECT: SHEIKH ASHUR EXPELLED 

REF: CAIRO 9174 

1 . PEOPLES ASSEMBLY MARCH 28 VOTED TO EXPELL WAFDIST 
MP SHEIKH ASHUR FOR DEROGATORY REMARKS CONCERNING 
PRESIDENT SADAT (REFTEL). THIRTY-FOUR WAFDISTS 
BOYCOTTED SESSION. 


2. COMMENT: VOTE IS SETBACK FOR NEWLY FORMED WAFD, 
WHICH PRIOR TO YESTERDAY'S SESSION HAD BOASTED OF 
ATTRACTING AS MANY AS 100 VOTES AGAINST EXPULSION. 
CENTER PARTY'S DISCIPLINE HELD AND ONLY SUPPORT CAME 
FROM INDEPENDENTS. WAFD HAD NOT SOUGHT CONFRONTATION 
WITH SALIM AT THIS TIME, RECOGNIZING ITS PARLIAMENTARY 
WEAKNESS, BUT SAW NO OPTION. ELECTION TO FILL ASHUR’S 
SEAT (ALEXANDRIA PORT AREA) MUST BE HELD WITHIN THREE 
MONTHS. EILTS 
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